
268 

32 CFR Ch. VI (7–1–11 Edition) Pt. 724, App. B 

will be in accordance with 10 United States 
Code 1553. 

‘‘This policy shall apply to those service 
members whose cases are finalized or in 
process on or before July 7, 1971’’. 

Secretary of Defense memorandum of April 
28, 1972, to Secretaries of the Military De-
partments, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
Subject: Review of Punitive Discharges 
Issued to Drug Users: 

‘‘Reference is made to Secretary Packard’s 
memorandum of July 7, 1971, concerning re-
habilitation and treatment of drug users, 
and my memorandum of August 13, 1971, sub-
ject: ‘Review of Discharges Under Other 
Than Honorable Conditions Issued to Drug 
Users.’ 

‘‘My August 13, 1971 memorandum estab-
lished the current Departmental policy that 
administrative discharges under other than 
honorable conditions issued solely on the 
basis of personal use of drugs or possession of 
drugs for the purpose of such use will be re-
viewed for recharacterization to under hon-
orable conditions. 

‘‘It is my desire that this policy be ex-
panded to include punitive discharges and 
dismissals resulting from approved sentences 
of courts-martial issed solely for conviction 
of personal use of drugs or possession of 
drugs for the purpose of such use. 

‘‘Review and recharacterization are to be 
effected, upon the application of former serv-
ice members, utilizing the procedures and 
authority set forth in Title 10, United States 
Code, sections 874(b), 1552 and 1553. 

‘‘This policy is applicable only to dis-
charges which have been executed on or be-
fore July 7, 1971, or issued as a result of a 
case in process on or before July 7, 1971. 

‘‘Former service members requesting a re-
view will be notified of the results of the re-
view. The Veterans’ Administration will also 
be notified of the names of former service 
members whose discharges are recharacter-
ized.’’ 

APPENDIX B TO PART 724—OATH OR AF-
FIRMATION TO BE ADMINISTERED TO 
DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD MEM-
BERS 

Prior to undertaking duties as a Board 
member, each person assigned to such duties 
in the precept of the Board shall execute the 
following oath or affirmation which shall 
continue in effect throughout service with 
the Board. 

Oath/Affirmation 

I, llllll, do swear or affirm that I 
will faithfully and impartially perform all 
the duties incumbent upon me as a member 
of the Naval Discharge Review Board; that I 
will fully and objectively inquire into and 
examine all cases coming before me; that I 

will, without regard to the status of the indi-
vidual in any case, render my individual 
judgment according to the facts, my con-
science and the law and regulations applica-
ble to review of naval discharges, so help me 
God. 

APPENDIX C TO PART 724—SAMPLES OF 
FORMATS EMPLOYED BY THE NAVAL 
DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD 

Attach-
ment Form Title 

1 Letter ........... En Block Notification of Decision to 
Commander, Naval Military Per-
sonnel Command (No Change). 

2 ......do .......... En Block Notification of Decision to 
Commander, Naval Military Per-
sonnel Command (Change). 

3 ......do .......... En Block Notification of Decision to 
Commandant, Marine Corps (No 
Change). 

4 ......do .......... En Block Notification of Decision to 
Commandant, Marine Corps 
(Change). 

NOTE: The Forms appearing in appendix C 
are not carried in the Code of Federal Regu-
lations. 

APPENDIX D TO PART 724—VETERANS’ 
BENEFITS 

91 Stat. 1106 
Pub. L. 95–126, Oct. 8, 1977 
95th Congress 

An Act 

To deny entitlement to veterans’ benefits 
to certain persons who would otherwise be-
come so entitled solely by virtue of the ad-
ministrative upgrading under temporarily 
revised standards of other than honorable 
discharges from service during the Vietnam 
era; to require case-by-case review under 
uniform, historically consistent, generally 
appli cable standards and procedures prior to 
the award of veterans’ benefits to persons ad-
ministratively discharged under other than 
honorable conditions from active military, 
naval, or air service; and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House 
of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That (a) sec-
tion 3103 of Title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by— 

(1) Inserting ‘‘or on the basis of an absence 
without authority from active duty for a 
continuous period of at least one hundred 
and eighty days if such person was dis-
charged under conditions other than honor-
able unless such person demonstrates to the 
satisfaction of the Administrator that there 
are compelling circumstances to warrant 
such prolonged unauthorized absence.’’ after 
‘‘deserter,’’ in subsection (a), and by insert-
ing a coma and ‘‘notwithstanding any action 
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